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Abstract 

This dissertation employs mixed methods to investigate why latent nuclear states participate in 

international nuclear non-proliferation (NNP) institutions. Latency is a characteristic of 

nuclear- capable countries that forwent atomic weapons for political, rather than technological, 

reasons. My central argument is that policy-makers promote participation in international NNP 

institutions because of framing processes of macro-level situational conditions under a national 

role conception. This argument hinges on perceptional elements, which are activated at the 

micro-level (policy-makers) through a national role conception narrative (frames). 

Participation is understood as both a multi- causal and a socially constructed outcome.  

This study is divided into seven chapters. Chapter 1 is an introductory overview of the whole 

dissertation, including the research puzzle, methodology, and alternative theoretical 

explanations. Chapter 2 employs set theory and basic statistics (the average rank method) to 

measure country-level participation in 35 NNP institutions. Latent nuclear countries showed 

statistically significant higher average participation scores in the NNP regime than nuclear-

weapon and nuclear-free countries. Chapter 3 defines a macro-micro causal mechanism for 

participation in NNP institutions, based on role theory. Through this mechanism, policy-

makers, as agents of the self, promote participation in the NNP regime by framing structural 

situational conditions under a national role conception, intervened by conjunctural influences 

from significant others. Chapter 4 focuses on the macro-level. It runs a Qualitative Comparative 

Analysis (QCA) to define four equifinal combinations of conditions associated with higher 

participation, covering post-Cold War cases of participation. Chapter 5 conducts a process-

tracing of those pathways by analysing the German participation in the Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), the Joint- Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), framed under the role of “civilian 

power”. Chapter 6 addresses the remaining pathway by tracing the Brazilian participation in 

the Model Additional Protocol (AP), the New Agenda Coalition (NAC), and the TPNW, 

framed under the “global development power” national role conception. Chapter 7 highlights 

the main contributions, theoretical and empirical limitations, and policy implications of this 

dissertation.  
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